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Unsung heroes go above, beyond during pandemic 
Many have overcome challenges to keep the world spinning, despite their own struggles

Indonesia loses tough 
antigraft Supreme 
Court justice

Marchio Irfan Gorbiano

The Jakarta Post/Jakarta
Corruption Eradication Com-
mission (KPK) supervisory coun-
cil member Artidjo Alkostar, the 
former Supreme Court justice 
known for his tough stance on 
corruption, died on Sunday at the 
age of 72.

Coordinating Political, Le-
gal and Security Aff airs Minister 
Mahfud MD confi rmed the news 
on the same day, saying the for-
mer justice had passed away af-
ter succumbing to cardiovascular 
and lung disease. Artidjo was bur-
ied on Monday at the cemetery 
complex of the Indonesian Islam-
ic University (UII), his alma ma-
ter, in Sleman, Yogyakarta.

“A law-enforcement fi gure 
with high integrity has left us,” 
Mahfud posted under his offi  cial 
Twitter handle @mohmahfudmd 
on Sunday.

President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo took time from his offi  -
cial trip to Yogyakarta on Monday 
to pay his respects to the late for-
mer justice before the burial. The 
President had gone to Yogyakar-
ta to inaugurate the new Yogya-
karta-Surakarta commuter train 
line and check on the vaccination 
drive in the city.

“We have lost one of the best 
sons of this country,” said Jokowi 
on Monday. “He was a law en-
forcement [offi  cial], Supreme 
Court justice and KPK supervi-
sory council member who was 
known for his diligence, honesty 
and high integrity.”

Born on May 22, 1948, Artidjo 
had been a lecturer at UII’s School 
of Law since his graduation in 
1976. Between 1981 and 1989, he 
worked at the Yogyakarta Legal 
Aid Institute (LBH Yogyakarta) 
and served as its chairman from 
1983 to 1989.

Artidjo, along with Mahfud, 
was a visiting scholar at Columbia 
University in New York, the Unit-
ed States, between 1990 and 1991. 
During his time in the US, he also 
worked with NGO Human Rights 
Watch in its Asia division.

His name caught the public’s 
attention when he served as a Su-
preme Court justice, a position he 
held for 18 years until his retire-
ment in 2018. He was known for 
handing out tough sentences for 
graft convicts.

In 2013, a court panel led by Ar-
tidjo increased former Democrat-
ic Party politician Angelina Son-
dakh’s sentence from 4.5 years to 
12 years for her crime in a high-
profi le bribery case pertaining 
to the construction of the Ham-
balang Sports Complex in Bogor, 
West Java. However, a case review 
in the Supreme Court in 2015 re-
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Virus avengers: Volunteers in hazmat suits hold up signs on Jl. Gatot Subroto in Surakarta, Central 
Java, on Tuesday to mark one year of the COVID-19 pandemic in Indonesia.

duced Angelina’s prison term to 
10 years.

Former Democratic Party 
chairman Anas Urbaningrum was 
also on the receiving end of Arti-
djo’s no-nonsense stance on graft. 
Anas was sentenced to 14 years 
in prison, a higher sentence than 
the seven years handed down by a 
lower court, in an appeal hearing 
at the Supreme Court.

After Artidjo retired in 2018, 
the politician fi led for a case re-
view. The justices reduced his 
prison sentence to eight years’ 
imprisonment.

Artidjo’s retirement proved to 
be a short one after he was tapped 
by President Jokowi to become a 
member of the KPK’s supervisory 
council in late 2019. The council 
was established following a revi-
sion of the 2002 KPK Law.

Supreme Court spokesman 
Andi Samsan Nganro, who was a 
permanent member of Artidjo’s 
panel of justice, said Artidjo was 
known for his democratic leader-
ship as head of the court’s crimi-
nal chamber, a position he held 
from 2014 to 2018.

“Although Pak Artidjo was a re-
served person, he had a friendly 
personality,” Andi said.

Former and current KPK com-
missioners spoke fondly of Arti-
djo’s humble appearance and his 
tough anticorruption stance.

“He was modest and strict in 
upholding [his principles], mean-
ing it was diffi  cult to [bribe him] 
with money,” former deputy KPK 
chairman Laode Muhammad 
Syarif said.

He lauded the former justice’s 
principles when presiding over 
graft cases at the Supreme Court.

“He made his stance clear that 
corrupt offi  cials harm the people 
and deserve to be punished ac-
cordingly,” Laode said.

Current KPK deputy chairman 
Nurul Ghufron said he was in-
spired by Artidjo’s independence 
and bravery as a law enforcement 
offi  cial. He added that such integ-
rity was necessary for every law 
enforcer.

Adnan Topan Husodo, the co-
ordinator of Indonesia Corrup-
tion Watch (ICW), described 
Artidjo as “a very rare judge in 
the history of law enforcement 
in Indonesia”.

Ardila Syakriah, 
Tri Indah Oktavianti, 

Nina Loasana 
and Budi Sutrisno
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A year to the date after Presi-
dent Joko “Jokowi” Widodo an-
nounced Indonesia’s fi rst two 
confi rmed COVID-19 cases, the 
virus has changed the lives of 
many in the country. 

Millions have contracted the 
illness, and millions more remain 
at risk of infection. Hundreds of 
thousands have lost loved ones, 
and the global economic down-
turn has aff ected both employers 
and employees.

Still, some people have risen to 
meet these challenges and keep 
the world spinning, not only for 
themselves but also for those 
around them. Many have gone 
above and beyond the call of duty 
to help others in need, despite 
their own hardships.

Here are a few glimpses into 
the stories of some of these un-
sung heroes.

Aryati, medical specialist
Indonesia’s COVID-19 testing 

program has encountered many 
obstacles, including shortages of 
reagents, testing kits and labora-
tory equipment.

As the coronavirus spread 
throughout the country, health au-
thorities began involving more labs, 
many headed by female specialists.

“It’s hard to just breathe,” said 
Aryati, refl ecting on the past year.

The chairwoman of the Indo-
nesian Association of Clinical Pa-
thology and Laboratory Medicine 
Specialists (PDS PatKLIn) tested 
positive for COVID-19 last year 
and developed “long COVID”. 

She recovered from the acute ill-
ness but was left with prolonged 
symptoms.

Despite her condition, she says 
she still tries her best to answer 
journalists’ questions about her 
opposition to the government’s 
requirement that travelers un-
dergo rapid tests.

Danti, nonpermanent teacher
The COVID-19 crisis has hit 

the country’s education system 
hard as the government has im-
posed its distance learning policy 
on students, teachers and parents 
alike. This has been even harder 
for nonpermanent teachers, who 
are not civil servants and are of-
ten paid much less than perma-
nent teachers.

Danti Prellasita is a 27-year-old 
nonpermanent teacher at an Is-
lamic elementary school in Jem-
ber, East Java. She earns about Rp 
700,000 (US$48.80) per month 
for teaching 26 fi rst graders on-
line each day.

“I feel my workload has in-
creased during the pandemic be-
cause the students’ parents will 
call me at night to ask about sub-
jects or assignments,” says the 
mother of one.

Despite the challenges of her 
low wage and the limitations of 
technology, she says she still loves 
to teach.

Iin and Annisa, home 
service providers

Some employees have had the 
luxury of working from home 
during the COVID-19 crisis. But 
not workers like Iin Indriani, a 
house cleaner.

Iin must still go to her clients’ 
houses to clean surfaces and 
rooms, despite the increased risk 

of contracting COVID-19, espe-
cially since the surge in family 
clusters. She does not have much 
choice, the 36-year-old says, be-
cause her husband has lost his job 
as a driver.

Before the pandemic, Iin says, 
she usually had two cleaning jobs 
per day that paid Rp 100,000 for 
two hours. Today, she rarely gets 
three jobs a week, now that more 
people are staying at home for 
longer. Others are avoiding hir-

ing external workers or receiv-
ing guests for fear that they might 
bring the virus into their homes.

“My income has dropped dras-
tically,” says Iin, “but I’m grateful 
as long as my kids can eat.”

Yuliana and Ramaditya, 
journalists

The past year has been hard for 
Jawa Pos TV journalist Yuliana 
Horiman, who regularly heads 
out to the fi eld to gather and re-

port news, exposing herself to 
the risk of contracting COVID-19 
from the people she meets.

This is especially so when the 
29-year-old is covering news on 
the coronavirus.

“Despite my best eff orts to pro-
tect myself, I tested positive for 
COVID-19 last September,” Yuli-
ana says.

According to the Alliance of In-
dependent Journalists (AJI), at 
least 300 journalists contracted 

the disease in 2020.
The disease is a real concern 

among journalists, including TV 
journalist Ramaditya Domas. The 
27-year-old has been identifi ed as 
a close contact of at least 20 col-
leagues who tested positive for 
COVID-19.

“I realize the high risk of this 
job during the pandemic, but I 
don’t want to switch jobs. Be-
ing a journalist is my passion and 
choice,” says Ramaditya.

Adang, cemetery worker
Adang has worked at Pondok 

Ranggon public cemetery in East 
Jakarta for more than a decade. 
But the 40-year-old cemetery 
worker never expected to manage 
the burials of COVID-19 victims.

Along with around 110 oth-
er cemetery workers, Adang has 
been digging 40 to 45 graves each 
day to bury the bodies of people 
who have died of COVID-19. After 
the cemetery ran out of plots, he 
and his colleagues were instruct-
ed to dig multilevel family graves 
to bury new COVID-19 victims.

“I hope this pandemic passes 
quickly and everything returns to 
normal. We are already digging 
dozens of graves every day,” he says.

Adang adds that he is afraid 
he might transmit the virus to 
his family, although no cemetery 
worker at Pondok Ranggon has 
been infected. 

As a public employee on mini-
mum wage, he cannot aff ord to 
live separately from his wife and 
son, but he takes whatever pre-
cautions he can.
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PT BANK RAKYAT INDONESIA (PERSERO) Tbk.
INVITATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS
PT Bank Rakyat Indonesia (Persero) Tbk. (the “Company”), having its domicile in Central Jakarta, hereby invites the Shareholders to attend the Annual General Meeting of 
Shareholders (the “Meeting”), which will be held on:

Day/Date : Thursday, March 25, 2021
Time : 14.00 Western Indonesia Time (WIB) – onward

  Jl. Jenderal Sudirman Kav. 44-46, Central Jakarta.

The Meeting will be held with the following agendas:
1. A

volledig acquit et de charge
. 

Rationale: 
a. Pursuant to Article 66 paragraph (1) of Law No.40 of 2007 concerning Limited Liability Company (“Company Law”), the Board of Directors presents the Annual Report to 

the General Meeting of Shareholders (“GMS”) after examination of such report by the Board of Commissioners.
b. Pursuant to Article 18 of Minister of State-Owned Enterprises of the Republic of Indonesia Regulation (“MSOE Regulation”) No.PER-09/MBU/07/2015 dated July 3, 

2015 as amended by MSOE Regulation No.PER-03/MBU/12/2016 dated December 16, 2016, MSOE Regulation No. PER-02/MBU/7/2017 dated July 5, 2017, MSOE 
Regulation No.PER-02/MBU/04/2020 dated April 2, 2020 regarding Partnership Program and Community Development Program of State-Owned Enterprises, the 

of release and discharge of liabilities (acquit et de charge) to the Board of Directors and the Board of Commissioners for the management and supervisory actions of the 
Partnership Program and Community Development Program. 

. 
Rationale: 

Tantiem

Rationale: 
a. Pursuant to Article 96 and Article 113 of Company Law, provision on the amount of Remuneration and Tantiem of the Board of Directors is decided by a GMS which may 

be delegated to the Board of Commissioners. Provision on the amount of Remuneration and Tantiem of the Board of Commissioners is decided by a GMS.
b. Pursuant to MSOE Regulation No.PER-04/MBU/2014 dated March 10, 2014 as amended by MSOE Regulation No.PER-02/MBU/06/2016 dated June 20, 2016, 

MSOE Regulation No.PER-01/MBU/06/2017 dated June 17, 2017, MSOE Regulation No.PER-06/MBU/06/2018 dated June 4, 2018, MSOE Regulation No.PER-01/
MBU/05/2019 dated May 31, 2019 and MSOE Regulation No.PER-12/MBU/11/2020 dated November 25, 2020 concerning the Guidelines for the Remuneration of Board 
of Directors and Board of Commissioners stipulates that:
1) The amount of the salary of Board of Directors of State-Owned Enterprises is determined by a GMS/Minister each year during a year, from January of the current year.
2) The State-Owned Enterprises may grant Tantiem/Performance Incentive to Board of Directors, Board of Commissioners and Supervisory Body pursuant to the 

4. 

Rationale:
 Pursuant to Article 59 of Financial Services Authority Regulation (“OJK”) No.15/POJK.04/2020 dated April 20, 2020 concerning The Planning and Holding of General Meetings 

audit committee.

In relation to the Meeting, the Company informs as follows:
1. 
2. Pursuant to Article 23 paragraph (2) of POJK GMS, Shareholders who are entitled to attend and vote in the Meeting are those whose names are recorded in the Shareholders 

Register of the Company or in the securities account at The Indonesian Securities Depository (“KSEI”) on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 16.15 WIB.
3. Regarding the Guidelines on Prevention and Control of Covid-19 issued by the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Indonesia, the Company recommends the Shareholders 

to attend the Meeting by providing the Power of Attorney via Electronic General Meeting System Facility of KSEI (“eASY KSEI”) with the following procedures:
a. The Shareholders shall be previously registered in the Facility of Securities Ownership Reference (“AKSes KSEI”). If the Shareholders are not registered, the Shareholders 

are kindly requested to register in the website akses.ksei.co.id.
b. For registered Shareholders, the proxy is given in eASY.KSEI in the website easy.ksei.co.id.
c. The Shareholders may declare their proxy and votes, modify the appointment of the Attorney and/or the votes for the agendas of the Meeting, or revoke the proxy, in                     

a period beginning on the date of the Invitation of the Meeting until 1 (one) business day before the date of the Meeting, at 12.00 WIB.
d. Guidelines for registration, use and explanation concerning eASY.KSEI and AKSes KSEI are available in the Company’s website and website of easy.ksei.co.id. and/or 

akses.ksei.co.id.
4. If the Shareholders intend to attend the Meeting on site, please consider the following guidelines: 

a. Shareholders unable to attend the Meeting directly may be represented by their proxy with the following provisions: 

may be acted as a proxy of the Shareholders in the Meeting. Nevertheless, their votes are not calculated in the voting. 
2) The form of the Power of Attorney may be downloaded in the Company’s website. The fully completed Power of Attorney shall be delivered to the Securities 

Administration Bureau (“BAE”) of the Company, PT Datindo Entrycom, at Jl. Hayam Wuruk No. 28, Jakarta 10210, Telp. (021) 3508077, no later than Monday, March 
22, 2021 at 16.15 WIB. 

c. Legal Entity Shareholders are requested to bring a complete copy of their article of association, attached with the deed of the current composition of the Board of Directors 
and the Board of Commissioners. 

or at the Custodian Bank in which the Shareholders open their securities account. 
e. Shareholders (or their Proxy) shall follow and pass the security and safety protocol available in the Meeting venue, as follows: 

1) Having a Rapid Antigen Test (non-reactive) or PCR Swab Test (negative) Statement obtained from the doctor of hospital, public health center or clinic, of which the 
sample of the test is taken within 1 (one) day before the Meeting. 

2) Wearing mask during the activity in the area and Meeting venue. 
3) According to the detection and monitoring, having body temperature not more than 37,30 C. 
4) Following the direction of the Meeting Committee on implementing the physical distancing policy, either before, on, or after the Meeting. Therefore, due to the physical 

distancing policy, the Meeting Committee may limit the capacity of the Meeting room. 
5) Following the procedure and protocol of avoiding the spread or infection of Covid-19 as may be determined by the Company. 

prejudice to their right to submit questions, opinions and/or votes in the Meeting. 
5. In order to support the prevention and control of Covid-19, the Company shall: 

a. Not provide any souvenirs, food and beverages; 
b. Re-announce in the event of any change and/or additional information related to the procedure of the arrangement of the Meeting, with reference to the latest condition 

and update of the integrated handling and control for preventing the spread or infection of Covid-19. 
6. Materials for the Meeting are available during business hours from the date of this Invitation until the time of the Meeting. The Meeting materials may be downloaded on the 

Company’s website pursuant to Article 18 paragraph (1) POJK GMS. 
7. In order to ensure the arrangement and orderliness of the Meeting, the Shareholders (or their proxies) are required to arrive 30 (thirty) minutes prior to the time of the Meeting. 

Jakarta, March 3, 2021 


